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public purse. The Prime Minister, therefore, must have at
his disposal at least one influential journal besides his
official press-organ. As matters stand, however, it also
appears desirable and allowable that information and views
emanating from Governmental circles should reach public
cognizance through the medium of the independent press.
The Government is only doing its duty by exercising as
much influence as possible upon public opinion; and no
journal is compelled to assist it in so doing, but is acting in
accordance with the dictates of its own free will when it
accords a place in its columns to any official article.
Inspiration and information, however, should not (as has
often been the case) reach newspapers from several different
quarters, independent of and sometimes opposed to one
another; but from one central point in the immediate
vicinity of the leading statesmen. The action of the
governmental press must be as uniform as that of diplomacy.
Unless it be so it produces bewilderment, and leaves the
public in a state of uncertainty, save in one solitary respect;
viz.: that dissension prevails amongst the chiefs of the
different State departments.